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WESTBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the  Year 


JOSEPH  REYNOLDS,  M.C.,  L.R.C.P.  &  S.,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department, 
Craven  House, 
Warminster , 
Wilts . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Westbury  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st.  December  1950,  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  112/50,  dated  6th.  December  1950. 

I  have  pleasure  in  stating  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
co-operation  given  by  the  members  of  the  Council  and  the  staff. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOSEPH  REYNOLDS. 
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WESTBURY 


URBAN 


DISTRICT 


COUNCIL 


Area  of  the  District  :  :  :  :  3,606  acres  (3,686) 

Estimated  Population  :  :  :  :  5,330  (5,130) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st.  Dec. 1950  1,595  (1,564) 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  :  :  3*34  (3*27  ) 

Estimated  product  of  a  Penny  Rate  :  ;  £115  (£115  ) 

(1949  figures  in  brackets) 

Chairman  of  the  Council  :  :  :  N.J.  Scull  Esq.,  J.P. 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  Mrs.  D.  Argent 
Chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee  :  A.E.  Hayward  Esq.,  J.P. 

:  :  :  F.W. Feather stone,  D.P.A. 


Clerk  of  the  Council  :  : 

Telephone:  Wcstbury  192 

Sanitary  inspector  (part  time) : 
Telephone :  Wcstbury  31 


S.H. Prophet,  A.R.S.I. 


Council  Offices:  Laverton  Institute,  Westbury. 
VITAL  STATISTICS.  (Figures  for  1949  in  brackets) 


(a)  Live  Births. 

Male 

'Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

46 

55 

101 

(84) 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

(1) 

Totals 

48 

57 

105 

(85) 

Live  Birth  Rate  per 

1000  population  for  Westbury 

•  • 

•  • 

19.7 

Live  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales 

9 

0  0  0 

9  0  0 

0  e 

•  • 

15.8 

Area  comparability  factor  : 

• 

• 

9  0  0 

0  0  9 

•  • 

•  9 

1.02 

Previous  Year s 

1242 

1948 

1947  1946 

1945 

1944 

District 

16.6 

19.0 

19.9  19.8 

15.2 

23.1 

England  and  Wales 

16.7 

17.9 

20.5  19.1 

16.1 

17.6 
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(b)  Still  Births,  Male  Female 

Legitimate  0  0 

Illegitimate  0  0 

( c )  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  2  3 

Illegitimate  0  0 

_ 


Total 

0 

0 


Total 

5 

0 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 

District  :  :  :  :  : 

England  and  Wales  :  :  :  : 

(d )  Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age, 

Male  Female 

Legitimate 


47.6  (35.3) 

29. 8  (32.0) 

Total 

5 


Illegitimate 


(e)  Deaths.,  (See  list  of  Causes  of  Death) 

Male  29  Female  33  Total  62  (60 ) 

Death  Rate  per  1000  Population 

District  :  :  s  :  : 

England  and  Wales  ;  :  : 


Area  ompa 


11.6 

11.6 

0.91 


Previous  Years 


District 

1242 

11.7 

1242 

10.3 

1942 

14.9 

1246 

12.6 

1245 

11.3 

1944 

13.8 

England  &  Wales 

11.7 

10.8 

12.0 

11.5 

31.4 

11.6 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH.  (Registrar  General) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  respiratory 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  other 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

0 

1 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

Meningo-coccal  Infections 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Polio  Myelitis 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

0 

1 

1 

11  11  ,  Lung,  Bronchus 

0 

0 

0 

”  11  ,  Breast 

0 

2 

2 

11  l!  ,  Uterus 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  4 

2 

6 

Leukaemia,  aleukacmia 

0 

0 

0 

Diabetes 

1 

0 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

3 

2 

5 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

3 

2 

5 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

7 

10 

17 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Influenza 

0 

1- 

1 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

0 

Bronchitis 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

0 

0 

0 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

0 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

0 

2 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

0 

1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  Malformations 

0 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

6 

8 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

0 

1 

All  other  accidents 

0 

0 

0 

Suicide 

1 

0 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

29 

33 

62 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  Notifications . 

The  following  Diseases  wore  notified  among  Civilians  during  1950:- 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr. 

1  Jly.  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov. 

Dec . 

Total 

Chicken 

Pox 

2 

2 

Whooping 

Cough 

-  25 

39 

11 

14 

4  - 

- 

93 

Measles 

-  -  - 

- 

- 

1 

----- 

- 

1 

Scarlet 

Fever 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Acute  Polio 
Myelitis 

— 

— 

*» 

....  1 

- 

1 

Erysipelis 

- 

- 

- 

-  -  -  -  - 

1 

1 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION . 

A  Clinic  is  held  on  the  fourth  Thursday  in  each  month  at 
2.30 .p.m.  at  the  Laverton  Institute,  West bury.  Parents  are  now 
asked  to  attend  when  the  child  is  8  -  9  months  old  so  that  immunity 
may  be  developed  before  the  child  reaches  the  ago  of  one  year. 
School  children  also  attend  this  Clinic  for  reinforcing  injections. 

62  children  completed  a  full  course  of  primary  immunization 
during  the  year:  69  children  were  given  reinforcing  injections. 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of 
Immunization  at  any  time  up  to  31.12.50. 


Age  at  31.12.50.  Under  11  2  3  4  5  -  9  10  -  14  Total 

i.e.  born  in  year  1950  1949  1948  1947  1946  1941/5  1936/40  under 

_ _ 11- 

58  72  90  67  290  275  852 


VACCINATION. 

This  service  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council 
and  it  provides  for  vaccination,  free  of  charge,  by  any  medical 
practitioner.  Statistics  are  not  available  to  shew  how  many 
children  are  vaccinated  in  each  District  but  this  Urban  District 
will,  I  am  sure,  compare  favourably  with  other  County  Districts. 
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For  this  continued  interest  in  vaccination  I  am  grateful 
to  the  general  practitioners  who  have  stressed  the  importance 
of  vaccination  to  their  patients.  All  medical  men  are 
appreciative  of  the  danger  of  an  epidemic  of  smallpox,  a 
danger  which  is  enhanced  in  this  District  by  the  constant 
influx  of  military  personel  and  civilians  from  the  Middle  and 
Far  East  to  the  military  schools  and  camps.  The  increasing 
use  of  Air  Transport  undoubtedly  increases  the  risk  of  a  case 
of  smallpox  entering  the  District  during  the  incubation  period 
of  the  disease  before  diagnosis  is  possible. 

The  old  adage  "Prevention  is  better  than  cure"  is 
particularly  applicable  to  smallpox  and  I  strongly  recommend 
parents  to  ensure  that  all  infants  are  vaccinated  during  the 
first  year  of  life. 

TUBERCULOSIS . 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the  Register  at 
31.12.50j 


Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  Non 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Male  23  Female 

17  Total  40  Male 

31  Female 

21  Total  52 

New  Cases  notified  during  the  year  1950:- 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Pulmonary 

2 

• "• 

2 

Non  Pulmonary 

4 

3 

7 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

- 

- 

- 

Non  Pulmonary 

- 

- 

— • 

CLINICS . 

The  following  Clinics  serve  the  District 

1.  Ante-natal  (specialist)  at  Trowbridge.  Cases  referred  by 
own  doctor  or  midwife. 

2.  Infant  Welfare:  Methodist  Church  Schoolroom,  Station  Road, 
Westbury:  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays  of  the  month, 

2.p.m. 
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3.  Diphtheria  Immunization:  Laverton  Institute,  on  fourth 
Thursday  of  every  month,  2.30,p.m. 

4.  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat:  by  invitation  from  County  Council. 

5.  Eyo:  by  invitation  from  the  County  Council. 

6.  Orthopaedic:  at  Trowbridge,  invitation  from  County  Council. 

7.  Tuberculosis:  at  Trowbridge:  Cases  referred  by  own  Doctor 
or  by  invitation  from  County  Council. 

8.  Cancer  and  Rheumatism:  at  Bristol  and  Bath,  by  arrangement 
with  County  Council. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1950. 


HOUSING. 

During  the  year,  24  houses  were  completed  on  the  Oldfield 
Park  Housing  Estate.  It  will  be  a  long  time,  however,  at  the 
present  rate  of  building,  before  a  housing  Utopia  exists  in 
the  Urban  District.  This  is  evident  by  the  still  long  waiting 
list  of  applicants  for  accommodation.  The  total  number  of 
occupied  houses  on  the  Oldfield  Park  Estate  is  now  128.  Five 
private  enterprise  houses  were  also  built  during  the  year. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AMD  DISPOSAL . 

During  the  year  approximately  1,125  tons  of  refuse  were 
collected  and  disposed  of  by  the  method  known  as  Controlled 
Tipping.  A  large  portion  of  the  tip  itself  was  mechanically 
levelled. 

Regarding  refuse  collection,  I  would  point  out  that  the 
variety  of  type  of  receptacle  sot  out  by  householders  on 
collection  days  is  not  pleasing  to  the  eye  of  a  Sanitarian. 
Owhers  and  occupiers  have  been  approached  and  in  some  cases 
dustbins  of  the  approved  type  have  replaced  the  unsatisfactory 
types  such  as  pails,  galvanised  baths  etc.  Much,  however, 
yet  remains  to  be  done  in  this  sphere. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  Sewage  Works  at  I'rogmore  continue  to  operate  as 
satisfactorily  as  previously.  The  resulting  effluent  continues 
to  be  within  the  prescribed  standards.  It  should  be  noted  that 
the  Sewage  Works  overload  during  storm  periods. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS . 


An  analysis  of  inspections  for  the  year  is  appended. 
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PEST  CONTROL. 


The  Rodent  Officer,  whose  services  are  shared  by  the 
Warminster  Urban  District  and  the  Warminster  &  Westbury  Rural 
District  Councils,  visited  dwellinghouses,  factories,  farms, 
shops  etc.,  in  the  district.  Attention  was  also  given  to  the 
sewers  and  refuse  tip.  Satisfactory  results  have  been  achieved. 

WATER . 


Samples  taken  at  regular  intervals  from  the  source  of  supply 
at  Wellhead,  the  reservoir  and  various  points  in  the  district 
have  never  failed  to  produce  a  satisfactory  report  from  the 
Analyst . 

The  Bratton  Road  source  of  supply  from  which  samples,  on 
several  occasions  have  produced  evidence  of  non-faecal  pollution, 
is  only  brought  into  use  in  emergency.  In  such  cases  this 
supply  is  chlorinated  to  the  extent  of  rendering  it  fit  for 
domestic  purposes . 

Negotiations  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  Bithara  and 
Masonic  Supplies  continue.  Both  these  supplies  are  open  to 
gross  pollution  and  are  therefore  potentially  dangerous  to 
consumers . 

The  Council  has  agreed  to  a  changeover  from  the  Bitham 
Supply  to  the  main  supply  at  their  public  baths  in  Church  Street. 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains  1604  - 
11  “  11  1!  "  other  sources  23 


FACTORY  AND  SHOPS  ACTS. 


The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  is 
to  be  found  in  the  analysis  of  Sanitary  Inspections. 

A  card  system  of  recording  has  now  been  adopted  for  the 
registration  of  such  inspections . 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

In  the  campaign  for  cleaner  food  the  Council  have  adopted 
bylaws  relating  to  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food. 

Samples  of  milk,  ice-cream  etc.  were  taken  at  regular 
intervals.  Samples  producing  unfavourable  results  were  followed 
up  until  satisfactory  results  were  obtained.  The  co-operation 
of  manufacturers  and  retailors  in  this  work  was  willingly  given. 

During  the  year  71  Condemnation  Certificates  were  issued 
in  respect  of  foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  for  examination. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS . 


Houses  -  Public  Health  Acts  :  :  :  26 

Houses  -  Housing  Acts  :  :  :  j  H 

Complaints  investigated  :  ;  :  :  484  (inclusive 

of  houses  and  huts  under  direct  control) 


Factories  :  :  :  :  :  :  19 
Workshops  :  ;  :  :  :  ;  5 
Infectious  Disease  cases  :  :  :  :  2 
Rats  and  Mice  Acts  :  :  :  ;  :  7 
Petroleum  Acts  :  :  :  :  :  1 
Shops  Acts  :  :  ;  :  s  69 
Interviews  with  Owners  etc  :  s  ;  9 
Revisits  to  Property  under  notice  :  :  26 
Bakehouses  :  :  ;  s  :  1 
Butchers 1  Shops  :  :  :  :  :  3 
Ice  Cream  Premises  %  :  :  :  :  5 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  &  Milkshops  2:2  7 
Tinned  Foods  and  other  Articles  of  Food  :  71 
Houses  Tisinfected  :  :  s  :  3 
Houses  Disinfested  :  :  :  :  2 


Informal  Notices  served 


31 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED . 


DWELLING  HOUSES 


Provided  with  Damp-Proof  Course  % 

the  area  of  the 


:  ;  3 
solid  floors) 


(ovor 


Roofs  repairs  :  :  : 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated  etc. 
Plastered  Walls  and  Ceilings  repaired 
Windows  repaired,  made  to  open  etc. 
Stairs  repaired  :  :  : 

Doors  repaired,  rehung  or  renewed 
Firegrates  repaired,  reset  or  renewed 
Chimneys  or  Chimney  stacks  repaired 
New  sinks  provided  and  fixed  : 

Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed  ; 
Water  supply  provided  inside  houses 

of  new  housing) 

Wash  coppers  repaired  or  provided 
External  walls  pointed  :  ; 

Ovens  repaired  or  renewed  :  : 


43 

5 

31 
19 
2  . 

14 

12 

7 

1 

41 

2  (exclusive 

3 
2 

3 
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External  walls  cemented  or  tarred  %  s  :  :  53 

(Penleigh  Grove  and  Fontainville  hutments)  • 
Eaves  gutters  and  R.W.P.  renewed  :  :  :  :  3 

Dangerous  walls  repaired  :  :  :  :  s  5 

DRAINS,  WATER  CLOSETS  AND  ASHES  ACCOMMODATION 

Obstructed  drains  cleansed  :  :  :  :  :  11 

Obstructed  W.C.’s  cleansed  :  :  :  :  :  1 

Yard  gullies  provided  and  connected  to  drains  3 

Drains  repaired  orr8onstructed  and  new  drains  :  32 

Inspection  chambers  renewed  :  :  s  ;  :  2 

W,C,  basins  renewed  :  s  :  :  :  :  5 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  :  :  :  i  39 

Closet  structures  repaired  5  :  :  :  :  3 

Dustbins  provided  :  :  s  s  :  s  10 


OTHER  NUISANCES 

Animals  improperly  kept 
Accumulations  : 

Rats  and  Mice  : 


1 

1 

4 


oooOooo. 
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